Each section has a tidy plan, progressing from administration through personnel, training, apparatus and employment, to a clinical section. Interspersed, when available, are 'potted' histories of particular units and descriptions of conditions at particular moments. Some of these pieces of narrative are vivid, illustrating the difficulties of giving a highly technical medical service in the vicinity or immediate wake of war. It is a pity the famous interchange of signals is omitted, when to the complaint from a distant base 'Radiographs insufficiently washed' the local commander replied 'So is my '! Whatever the interest of the narrative of official histories, they are intended to be useful in future planning. This volume contains all the material necessary for this purpose but is difficult to use, due to its discursiveness, repetition and mere size. However, the well laid out table of contents and the very good index provide an excellent guide to portions a reader may wish to select. This book provides a guide to current research on chromosomes, with emphasis on investigation of chromosome function rather than description of karyotypes. The book is an excellent illustration of the way in which many different scientific disciplines are interrelated in an effort to increase our understanding of a problem as complex as the function of chromosomes.
The discussion of cytophotometric measurements of individual chromosomes (Rudkin) and digital computer analysis of data from automatic chromosome scanning (Ruddle & Ledley) records the state of the art in 1965, but it must be remembered this aspect of science is advancing rapidly. The ultrastructure of chromosomes is described by Hewson Swift and the metabolism of nuclear proteins by Prescott and Stone. Frenster has presented ideas on repression and derepression of interphase chromatin, which provide much food for thought, though at this stage of our knowledge it is difficult to decide how some of the theories will stand the test of time. There is an interesting paper by Cohen and Shaw relating the specific effects of viruses and antimetabolites on chromosomes, in which they consider the specificity of sites of chromosome breakage caused by these agents.
The Tissue Culture Association must be congratulated on this, their first publication; it is of a high standard both in its content and in the excellence of its format. It is a book written by a panel of expert investigators which will have a wide appeal for all those interested in the fundamental control mechanisms of cellular function. EDWARD London: Pitman Medical This is an interesting and fully documented account of a conference on head injuries which was held at the University of Chicago in February 1966. There were about fifty participants, all experts in some aspect of the problem, and by no means all of them were clinicians: physicists, engineers, biochemists, physiologists and pathologists were among the other contributors. Indeed, about three-quarters of the forty-one papers deal with various physical, biochemical and pathological aspects, the remaining quarter being devoted to clinical problems. The purely 'scientific' papers are excellent in providing a mass of reliable data from many disciplines which will be of value to specialists in this field. Some of the papers dealing with the mechanics of head injuries will be intelligible only to specialists, but this is information which is essential to anyone engaged in the experimental production of head injuries. Similarly, the papers dealing with the biochemical and pathological aspects are important, and are relevant to the clinical management of the patient. The purely clinical papers are in general terms, and do not profess to be a comprehensive account of the subject, excellent though each is in its scope. This is not a textbook or manual for the guidance of all and sundry who have to deal with head injuries, but a reference book providing a wealth of useful information for those particularly interested in the subject.
JOE PENNYBACKER
An Introduction to Gyniecology and Obstetrics by Philip Rhodes FRCS FRCOG ppviii+278 21s London: Lloyd-Luke 1967 To justify intrusion into an overcrowded field a new textbook must have something very different to offer. The raison d'etre of this volume is that it is intended to remove obstetrics and gynecology from the present circumscribed didactic paths into the broader, progressive and intellectually alive avenues which broaden today's medical education. It is a brave but not entirely successful attempt. As a practical manual describing the ideas behind history taking, pelvic examination, methods of delivery and antenatal care, it breaks new ground by putting in book form what is usually taught in hospital departments. This is done fully but with somewhat pedantic style. Undue length of sentence confuses and often gives strange emphases, and the balance between facts which can be accepted and those which need explanation is uneven.
To relate gynxcology more to reproductive physiology is the aim of modern teaching. Unfortunately, the physiology of pregnancy is ignored in this book and the effect is to return obstetrics and gynaecology to its traditional place at the end of the medical curriculum instead of helping to bring it forward into the earlier years. As a contribution to the understanding of clinical method, however, it is excellent. C P DOUGLAS Family Advice Services by Aryeh Leissner BA MSW ppx+86 12s6d
London: Longmans in association with
The National Bureau for Co-operation in Child Care 1967 This book is the report of a pilot study of a threeyear project on family advice services undertaken by the National Bureau for Co-operation in Child Care. Family advice services are provided by practically all Children's Departments, organized by themselves, or in co-operation with other local and statutory agencies, or by financing and partly supervising voluntary agencies.
The services described were suggested by the Home Office and are fully analysed, although it is not clear whether they were picked to illustrate as wide a variety as possible, or as a representative sample of the whole country. Among the individual workers there is a considerable range of divergent opinion regarding their goals and functions. The major problems dealt with are child rearing, marital conflicts, debts and inadequate housing, each of which mirrors the work done by many other social and medicosocial workers. At the same time the gaps in the present service are shown. Many case histories are given, although some are rather superficial, such as that of a girl of 15 who apparently had a baby without medical help and unbeknown to anyone except the teenage father of the baby and his friend.
This report brings out the confusion and difficulties of the present service and illustrates the need for a much wider and deeper study including the work done by other agencies. It is of interest to all those concerned with the care of children, among them public health doctors, general practitioners and pvdiatricians. (to whom all enquiries should be made) This is a short film to demonstrate the method of teaching breathing control that is used by the Physiotherapy Department at Harefield Hospital. It is clear and concise and stresses the quiet approach and the importance of rhythmical, smooth, silent breathing. The patient is instructed how to breathe in all parts of the lung in turn; the placing of the physiotherapist's hands is clearly demonstrated.
One must query the use of upright sitting as the only position for teaching respiratory control; also whether a patient should be taught to use sternomastoid as muscle of quiet respiration.
The main use of this film would appear to be for physiotherapy students in the early and intermediate part of their training. It would be too simple an approach for senior students.
T WAREHAM
